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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1	 (a)	 Explain how Justin Martyr defended Christianity in his First Apology.� [25] 

	 (b)	 Evaluate the view that the writings of Justin Martyr give a better understanding 
of the Early Church than the letters of Ignatius of Antioch. 

		  Justify your answer.� [25]

2	 (a)	 Discuss the causes and course of the persecution of Christians by the  
Emperor Decius.� [25]

	 (b)	 “The legacy of Decius’ persecution was never adequately dealt with by the  
Early Church.”

		  To what extent do you agree with this statement? 

		  Justify your answer. � [25]
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Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3	 (a)	 Examine the doctrine and practice of baptism in the writings of Hippolytus.� [25]

	 (b)	 “In the past, acts of initiation were vital to the faith of religious believers, but this 
is no longer the case.”

		  With reference to other aspects of human experience, assess this claim.

		  Justify your answer.� [25]

4	 (a)	 Describe the political and religious actions taken by Constantine to secure 
control of the West between 306 and 313AD.� [25]

	 (b)	 “Religion must have a relationship with the state, but this always causes 
problems.”

		  With reference to other aspects of human experience, evaluate this view.

		  Justify your answer.� [25]
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Section A

Answer either question 1 (pages 4 to 11) or question 2 (pages 12 to 19). 

1	 (a)	 Explain how Justin Martyr defended Christianity in his First Apology.� [25] 
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	 (b)	 Evaluate the view that the writings of Justin Martyr give a better understanding 
of the Early Church than the letters of Ignatius of Antioch. 

		  Justify your answer.� [25]
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2	 (a)	 Discuss the causes and course of the persecution of Christians by the  
Emperor Decius.� [25]
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	 (b)	 “The legacy of Decius’ persecution was never adequately dealt with by the  
Early Church.”

		  To what extent do you agree with this statement? 

		  Justify your answer. � [25]



*36SRE4117*

*36SRE4117*

14750
[Turn over



*36SRE4118*

*36SRE4118*

14750



*36SRE4119*

*36SRE4119*

14750
[Turn over



*36SRE4120*

*36SRE4120*

14750

Section B

Answer either question 3 (pages 20 to 27) or question 4 (pages 28 to 35). 

3	 (a)	 Examine the doctrine and practice of baptism in the writings of Hippolytus.� [25]
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	 (b)	 “In the past, acts of initiation were vital to the faith of religious believers, but this 
is no longer the case.”

		  With reference to other aspects of human experience, assess this claim.

		  Justify your answer.� [25]
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4	 (a)	 Describe the political and religious actions taken by Constantine to secure 
control of the West between 306 and 313AD.� [25]
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	 (b)	 “Religion must have a relationship with the state, but this always causes 
problems.”

		  With reference to other aspects of human experience, evaluate this view.

		  Justify your answer.� [25]
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